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Fact and Opinion
• You can prove a statement of fact true or false. You can do this by using your own knowledge,
asking an expert, or checking a reference source such as an encyclopedia or a nonfiction text.
• A statement of opinion gives ideas or feelings, not facts. It cannot be proved true or false.
• A sentence may contain both a statement of fact and a statement of opinion.

Directions Read the following passage. Then complete the diagram below by following its
instructions, and answer the questions.

I

n 1861, the fossil remains of an
Archaeopteryx (Ahr-key-OP-teriks) were discovered in Germany. They
are about 150 million years old. Many
scientists believe Archaeopteryx is the
earliest known bird. When I saw it in a
museum, I thought it looked like it was

part dinosaur and part bird. It had feathers
and wings like birds. It also had teeth and
three claws on each wing. According to
many scientists, Archaeopteryx could fly,
but I’m not so sure. I think it might have
flapped its wings, but I can’t imagine it
ever got off the ground.

Underline a statement of
fact in the passage above. Can it be
proved true or false?
1.

Opinion—No

How could you check?
2.

Fact—Yes

4. Which sentence contains both a fact and an opinion?
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3. Write a statement of opinion from the passage. How do you know it is a statement of opinion?

5. In the last sentence, the author expresses an opinion that Archaeopteryx couldn’t have flown.
What kind of details would support this opinion?
Home Activity Your child read a short passage and identified facts and opinions. Read an article together.
Ask your child to identify statements of fact and ask how they can be proven.

200 Comprehension

0328476757_RWN_200 200

12/14/09 5:01:13 PM

