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Which statement is a
generalization?
Fact, Opinion or
Generalization?
Faulty vs. Valid
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Tatum showed her report card to her
1
friend, Maddie. Tatum received all As on
her report card. Her teacher commented that
she enjoys have Tatum in her class.

Maddie showed her report card to
2
Tatum. She received all Bs on her report
card except for the D she received in spelling. Her
teacher commented that Maddie often arrives
late for school.

Which of the following statements is a generalization?

Which of the following statements is a generalization?

A.
B.
C.

A.
B.
C.

Tatum enjoys going to school.
Tatum received an A in reading.
Tatum is a girl.

Maddie received a B in math.
Maddie rarely studies her spelling words.
Maddie says she is late because her sister
walks slowly.

The lunchroom workers have noticed
3
that when they serve green beans, the
green beans often remain uneaten. When they
serve carrots, however, most carrots are gone
when the students return their lunch trays.

Have you ever watched a group of bear
4
cubs? They are quite playful. They fight
and wrestle with one another. This playful
fighting is actually an important part of their
development. It teaches them to protect
themselves and helps them to become stronger.

Which of the following statements is a generalization?

Which of the following statements is a generalization?

A.
B.

A.
B.

C.

Carrots are vegetables.
More kids at this school eat carrots than
green beans.
Most kids don’t like green beans.

C.

Bear cubs leave their mothers around age 2.
Bear cubs learn to protect themselves by
play-fighting with one another.
Most people enjoy observing bear cubs.

Megan noticed that all but two teachers
5
in her elementary school are female.
However, the majority of her brother’s high school
teachers are male.
Which of the following statements is a generalization?

A.
B.
C.

Male teachers typically teach upper grade
levels.
Most female teachers prefer working with
younger children.
Both A and B are generalizations.

In many U.S. states, when teens turn 14
7
years old, they are allowed to apply for
a driver’s permit. However, they must pass a
written test and have a written consent from a
parent or guardian in order to be given a permit.
Which of the following statements is a generalization?

A.
B.
C.

States sometimes vary on their requirements.
Teenagers who don’t study probably find the
test difficult.
A driver’s permit is different from a driver’s
license.

Following independent reading time, Mrs.
6
Ackerman asked her students to share
the title of the book they were reading.
When they finished, Mrs. Ackerman reported that
16 students were reading fiction books, while 9
students were reading nonfiction.
Which of the following statements is a generalization?

A.
B.
C.

25 students shared their book titles that day.
Some students think nonfiction is boring.
Fewer students were reading nonfiction.

Would you like to ride on a roller coaster
8
for four long minutes? You can do it if you
travel to Nagashima, Japan and ride the Steel
Dragon 2000. It is the longest roller coaster in the
world, spanning more than 8000 feet and
traveling 95 miles per hour.
Which of the following statements is a generalization?

A.
B.
C.

People who ride roller coasters are fearless.
Riders of the Steel Dragon 2000 roller
coaster are on the ride for four minutes.
The Steel Dragon 2000 is located in Japan.

10

9
Math is the best school subject.

Many kids find fractions confusing.

This statement is:

This statement is:

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

12

11
Nearly seven million people visit
the Eiffel Tower each year.

The Eiffel Tower is the most important
place to visit in France.

This statement is:

This statement is:

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

13

14
Learning to play the piano is easier
than learning to play the guitar.

Learning to play the piano is
probably very difficult.
This statement is:

This statement is:

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

16

15
Golf is one of two sports that
was played on the moon.

Golf is a boring sport.

This statement is:

This statement is:

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

18

17
Most kids dream of becoming a
professional athlete someday.

Professional athletes are typically
rich.

This statement is:

This statement is:

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

20

19
Kids should not drink soda.

Sometimes kids who drink soda have
problems with their teeth.

This statement is:

This statement is:

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

21
Police officers should be recognized
for their heroism.

22
Some consider police officers to
be everyday heroes.

This statement is:

This statement is:

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

A. a fact
B. an opinion
C. a generalization

24

23
Everybody would agree that police
officers are everyday heroes.

Many people would agree that police
officers are everyday heroes.

This generalization is:

This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

A. valid
B. faulty

25
All teachers and students look
forward to spring break.

26
Students seldom name Monday as
their favorite day of the week.

This generalization is:

This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

A. valid
B. faulty

28

27
Some kids don’t like ice cream.

Absolutely no one likes tornadoes.

This generalization is:

This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

A. valid
B. faulty

30

29
Being stuck in an airport because your
flight is delayed is never enjoyable.

Grandmothers always make
good cookies.

This generalization is:

This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

A. valid
B. faulty

32

31
Many children enjoy playing soccer.

Young children always enjoy
nursery rhymes.

This generalization is:

This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

A. valid
B. faulty

33

Jennifer was frustrated. She wanted a cell
phone before she entered middle school, but
no amount of begging, pleading and persuading
seemed to convince her parents that she was old
enough to have one.

“Everyone in middle school carries a cell phone,”
she had told her parents.

34

“Happy birthday, Jared,” said Mom.
“How does it feel to be twelve?”
“Good!” Jared answered. “Now I get to
stay up 3o minutes later, right?”
“Yes, and you are responsible for planning and
cooking one meal a week now,” Mom reminded him.

As kids get older, they are sometimes given more
responsibilities.

Jennifer’s generalization was:

This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

A. valid
B. faulty

“Ugh! We have too many remotes,”
35
said Mom. “I don’t even know how to
operate my own television anymore! Mark,
can you help me figure out how to turn on Netflix?”
“Sure, no problem,” answered Mark.

It was a scorching 103 degrees outside.
36
Peyton and Alexa decided to ride their
bikes to the town pool to cool off. When they
arrived, they saw that the swimming pool was
packed with hundreds of people.

Sometimes, children understand current
technology better than their parents.

When it’s hot outside, everyone wants to go
swimming.

This generalization is:

This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

A. valid
B. faulty

My grandma took my cousins and me to
the circus. As soon as my three-year-old 37
cousin saw a clown, she started crying. I turned
and saw another young child hide behind his
mother’s leg when the clown approached him.

Some young children are frightened by clowns.
This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

Yuck! That broccoli looks limp and disgusting! 38
How can anyone possibly eat that? When tables
are dismissed, you look around and realize that no
You look down at your lunch tray and think,

one at your lunch table ate the repulsive-looking
broccoli.

No one in school liked the broccoli served
at lunch.
This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

“We are starting a new unit in P.E. today,”
39
Mr. Bates announced.
“Is it time for basketball?” Adam asked
hopefully.
“Nope,” Mr. Bates replied. “It’s time for square
dancing.” The boys groaned.

There was a buzz of excitement in Mrs.
40
Hunter’s classroom. It was the last day of
sixth grade. In two short hours, summer vacation
would officially begin. Students were discussing
their plans to swim, go on vacations, and sleep in
late every morning.

Boys don’t like square dancing.

Many sixth graders enjoy summer vacation.

This generalization is:

This generalization is:

A. valid
B. faulty

A. valid
B. faulty

