The Main Reasons for Wanting to Leave British Rule
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trade. The colonists became alarmed,
vernment?  They felt their rights were not being
protected. The colonists did not have
the right to vote for people to repre-
sent them in the British government.
Some argued that the British
government had no right to tax
them. They said, “No taxation
without representation!”

Great Britain felt it had the right
to tax the colonies and control their
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‘ Vere paying

Organize a citizens’ army. Soon there
was talk of fighting the British.

In April 1775, the British sent
soldiers to look for some colonists
that they thought were rebels, When
the sides met near Boston, they began
shooting at each other. War between

.Britain and the American colonies had

begun. The American Revolution |
was underway, but the colonists had
not yet declared their independence. i

i
Why did the Founders write the
Declaration of Independence?

The colonists sent delegates to the
Second Continental Congress after the
first incident of the Revolution. They
were still thinking about ways to get %
Britain to change its policies. Soon,
however, they were conducting the war.

In the spring of 1776, more and
more colonists were in favor of
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3. Complaints against the
British king

To prove that the king had violated
their rights, the Founders included a
long list of complaints against him. The
complaints are based on the idea that
government should protect the rights of
the people and serve the common good.

e He refused to approve laws made
by the colonists that were necessary
for their common good

e He closed the colonists’ legislatures
when they opposed his violation
of the rights of the people

e He liept a standing army in the
colonies even though there was
no war

o He stopped the colonists’ trade
with other countries
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