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GRADE 3 UNIT 2

Informational Performance Task

Task:
Your class has been learning about different ways that problems can 
be solved. Now your class is going to create a magazine to share what 
they have learned. Each student will write an article for the magazine.

Before you decide what you will write about, you will read two articles 
that provide information on different ways to solve problems. After you 
have looked at these sources, you will answer some questions about 
them. Briefly scan the sources and the three questions that follow. 
Then, go back and read the sources carefully to gain the information 
you will need to answer the questions and write an informational 
article for the class magazine. 

In Part 2, you will write your article using information from the 
two sources.

Directions for Part 1
You will now look at two sources. You can look at either of the sources as 
often as you like.

Research Questions:
After looking at the sources, use the rest of the time in Part 1 to answer 
three questions about them. Your answers to these questions will be 
scored. Also, your answers will help you think about the information you 
have read, which should help you write your informational article. You 
may refer to the sources when you think it would be helpful. You may 
also look at your notes.
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Source #1: A Holiday for Trees

J. Sterling Morton thought trees were great plants. As a boy, he lived in 
Michigan. Tall, grand trees filled his neighborhood. Morton was amazed 
that some trees, like towering oaks, grew from little acorns.

A Treeless Place
In 1854, Morton and his wife moved to Nebraska. At that time, people 
called the prairie “the Great American Desert.” Few trees grew on the 
grassy plain. Often, pioneers cut down the bushes they found. They used 
the wood for building homes or for fires. When Morton saw the empty 
prairie, he longed for trees.

After Morton built his cabin, he wanted to plant trees on his land. To find 
them, he hiked along the Missouri river. He dug up oaks, elms, and 
maples. He brought the trees back to his home and planted them. Slowly, 
his ranch grew. Next, Morton purchased fruit trees and added orchards 
to his fields.

Spreading the News
Morton wanted to share his love for trees with others. His work helped 
him find a way. Morton wrote for a newspaper, and he included stories 
about trees. Many people read them.

In his stories, Morton told people how trees could help them. He 
explained that trees gave them lumber to build and wood for fuel. Fruit 
trees offered fresh food.

Trees offered other important services, too. If people planted trees near 
their homes, the trees would block winter winds. In the summer, the 
trees’ thick leaves would shade their home. Last of all, the trees’ roots 
would hold the soil near their homes in place.

Readers listened to Morton’s ideas. They respected his experience. The 
leaders in Nebraska read Morton’s stories, too. They gave him a job 
working for their state. He could guide their use of land.
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A Special Day
Morton’s new job allowed him to talk with the state’s leaders. At one 
meeting, Morton put forward a plan. He wanted the state to have a 
holiday for planting trees. They would call it “Arbor Day.” Morton chose 
the word “arbor” because it means “tall, woody plant.”

The leaders agreed with Morton. On April 10, 1872, Nebraska celebrated 
the first Arbor Day. In their schools, each class planted a tree. In 
Nebraska City, the children held a parade. They marched through town 
with banners. The children went to the city opera house. Crowds filled 
the seats. They listened to Morton tell them about trees, and they sang 
songs. That day, people across the state planted about a million trees!

Around the World
Morton’s new holiday was a big success. In time, all 50 states followed 
Nebraska’s example. Today, the tree-planting day has spread to other 
countries, too. Morton found a way to share his love for trees with the 
whole world.
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Source #2: Searching for Lost Treasure

As a young boy, Barry Clifford loved to listen to his uncle’s stories. His 
favorite one was about a pirate ship named the Whydah. In 1717, the ship 
had sunk not far from the Cape Cod coast. At the time, it was carrying a 
fortune in gold.

For years, people wondered where the treasure might be. Some guessed 
that soon after the ship sank, eager men swam out to the wreck and 
grabbed the gold. However, others thought the Whydah’s riches were 
hiding under the sea. When Barry grew older, he set out to find the prize. 

Putting Together a Plan
At first, Barry spent his time in libraries. He read old stories and records 
about the ship. The stories gave him clues. Barry found out that one sea 
captain had tried to recover the sunken ship. The captain failed, but he 
left behind his maps. Barry studied the maps; they showed him the best 
places to search.

A Tiring Hunt
Barry was excited to begin his treasure hunt. He gathered a crew of divers 
to help him. His team worked from a boat. They used machines like a 
magnetometer. This machine gave off a signal when it passed over a piece 
of metal. Guided by the signals, the men dove into the sea. They dug in 
the sand to find the metal things.

For two years, the divers had little luck. Often, they found junk like steel 
rods. Some men wanted to quit, but Barry did not give up. At last, an 
amazed diver splashed to the surface. He shouted that he had spied 
three cannons!

Crusty Treasures
In a flash, the crew dove into the water. They rescued one cannon. Sea 
minerals covered its metal, so it looked like a big rock. The crew also 
gathered some crusty lumps. Barry broke one lump apart. Inside, was a 
coin from 1688. Barry had found the Whydah’s treasure.
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A Look into History
In time, Barry and his crew recovered thousands of items from the 
shipwreck. The riches included hundreds of gold and silver coins. There 
were gold bars, rings, and necklaces.

The crew also saved things like spoons, pens, and builders’ tools. They 
found buttons, buckles, and dishes. These parts of the treasure had a 
different value. They taught people about the pirates’ lives. For example, 
the pens showed that some of the pirates knew how to write.

Today, Barry’s treasure is worth millions of dollars. If he sold the items, 
he could be rich. Instead, Barry has put the treasure in a museum. In this 
way, he can share his favorite story with other people.
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1   Using the chart below, draw a line between each detail to the 
source or sources in which the detail is given.

Source #1: A Holiday 
for Trees

Reaching a goal as an 
adult can start from 
something that happened 
during one’s childhood.

Source #2: Searching 
for Lost Treasure 

Using a good idea can 
help people set an 
example in their own 
lives. 

Both Source #1 and 
Source #2

Asking people for help is 
sometimes needed when 
solving a problem. 

2   Explain what would have happened if Morton and Barry did not 
have a plan on how they were going to reach their goals. Give at 
least two details, one from Source #1 and one from Source #2, 
to support your answer. For each detail, include the source title 
or number.
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3   The sources discuss what others learned from the work done by 
Morton and Barry. Explain what was learned because of Morton’s 
and Barry’s work. Use one detail from each source to support 
your explanation. For each detail, include the source title 
or number.
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Directions for Part 2
You will now look at your sources, take notes, and plan, draft, revise, and 
edit your article for the magazine. First read your assignment and the 
information about how your informational article will be scored. Then 
begin your work.

Your Assignment:
Your class is creating a magazine about solving problems. For your part 
in the magazine, you have decided to write an informational article about 
what it takes to solve a problem. Your article will be read by other 
students, teachers and parents.

Using information from the two sources, “A Holiday for Trees” and 
“Searching for Lost Treasure,” develop a main idea about what it takes to 
solve a problem. Choose the most important information from more than 
one source to support your main idea. Then, write an informational 
article several paragraphs long. Clearly organize your article and support 
your main idea with details from the sources.

Use your own words except when quoting directly from the sources. Be 
sure to give the source title when using details from the sources.

REMEMBER: A well-written informational article

• has a clear main idea

• is well-organized and stays on the topic

• has an introduction and conclusion

• uses transitions

• uses details from the sources to support the main idea

• develops ideas fully

• uses clear language

• follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)

Now begin work on your informational article. Manage your time 
carefully so that you can plan, write, revise, and edit the final draft 
of your informational article. Write your response on a separate 
sheet of paper.




