John F. Kennedy
David:

Grandma, did you know that I share a birthday with a
famous president?

Grandma: I certainly did! You and Abraham Lincoln were both born
on February 12th.
David:

I can’t believe no one has told me that. Here I am, ten
years old, and before today I had no idea how important
my birthday was!

Grandma: You are rather fortunate. My birthday is famous for a
very different reason. I was born on a very infamous day
in American history.
David:

I remember your birthday is in November.
What tragic event happened on the day
you were born, Grandma?

Grandma: November 22, 1963. It was the day that
John F. Kennedy, who was president at the
time, was assassinated.
David:

What happened exactly?

Grandma: President Kennedy was sitting in one of
those cars without a roof, waving to the
people who gathered to see him. A man
shot President Kennedy from a window.
David:

That’s horrible!

Grandma: Yes, it was. I have always been very

John F. Kennedy (continued)
fascinated with President Kennedy, probably because I
was born on the day that he died.
David:

Oh yeah! You have lots of biographies about him on your
bookshelf, don’t you? Tell me some other things about
President Kennedy.

Grandma: He was the youngest man ever to be elected president.
He was 44 when he was elected.
David:

I know that you have to be at least 35 years old to be
elected President of the United States.

Grandma: He was awarded a Purple Heart medal after World War
Two for an act of bravery.
David:

What did he do that was so brave?

Grandma: The patrol boat he was commanding was sliced in half. He
swam to an island, towing an injured crewman with him.
David:

Whoa! That’s pretty cool!

Grandma: He believed that Americans should work together to
make our nation great. In fact, he once said, “And so, my
fellow Americans: Ask not-”
David:

Oh!! I know that saying, “Ask not what your country can do
for you- ask what you can do for your country.” I wonder
if our country would have been different if President
Kennedy had not been shot and killed.

Grandma: I believe a lot of people wonder about that, David. I guess
we will never know the answer, though, will we?
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Andrew Jackson
Penny:

Mom, will you help me look up something on the computer tonight?

Mom:

Sure, what do we need to research?

Penny:

I need to find an interesting
fact I can share about Andrew
Jackson for the February awards
assembly. The fourth grade
classrooms are assigned to present the program, and
the teachers decided that we should do something for
Presidents Day. Mrs. Mason is going to show a picture
of each president, and we have to take turns saying
facts about them into the microphone.

Mom:

That sounds fun! I’m surprised you chose Andrew
Jackson, though. I have to admit that I do not know
anything about him.

Penny:

Believe me, he wasn’t my first choice, Mom. Mrs. Mason
drew popsicle sticks to determine who got to pick their
president first. The popsicle stick with my name was the
very last popsicle stick to be chosen. Can you believe
my bad luck?

Mom:

Oh, I see. Well, let’s see what we can find out about
Andrew Jackson.

(Mom and Penny look at a few websites on the computer.)

Penny:

It looks like he was the seventh president.

Andrew Jackson (continued)
Mom:

Oh, I find this interesting. He was the first president
who didn’t come from a rich family. His father was a
poor farmer who came to the United States from
Ireland.

Penny:

Hey, check this out! He was married twice- to the same
woman! He married her in 1791, but it was not legal
because she was not divorced from her first husband.
They remarried in 1794, that time legally.

Mom:

Whoa! That’s crazy! According to what I’m reading, it
seems like he did some shady things in his past.

Penny:

Like what?

Mom:

He took government money from the Bank of America
and put it into smaller state banks. It made some
members of the Senate so angry that he was told off
for “dictatorial and unconstitutional behavior.”

Penny:

I think I’ll skip writing that. I’m afraid I’ll stumble over
those words when I have to speak into the microphone.

Mom:

Oh my, this is unbelievable! In 1806, a man accused him
of cheating and then insulted his wife. Jackson challenged the man to a duel. The other man died, but
Andrew Jackson survived. However, Jackson was shot
in the chest and the bullet was never removed. It
caused him pain for the next 39 years until his death.

Penny:

That’s it!! That’s what I want to share! I bet I’m the
only person whose president had a bullet in his chest
while he was President!
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George Washington
Kaylee: What are you reading, Ashlin?
Ashlin:

I just started this biography about George
Washington.

Kaylee: Well, that sounds boring. Why don’t you read something fun, like a graphic novel?
Ashlin:

Mrs. Compton requires that we read at least one
book in each genre listed on her genre posters. So
I’m reading my biography book right now.

Kaylee: I bet you’ll be happy when you are finished with it and
can read something entertaining again!
Ashlin:

Actually, this book is quite
interesting! I’m learning a lot
about our first president.

Kaylee: Like how he cut down a cherry tree
and then told his father that he
could not tell a lie?
Ashlin:

No. That story about George
Washington never really happened.
That is a myth concocted by a writer
shortly after Washington’s death.

Kaylee: Really? Why did the writer make up
the story?

George Washington (continued)
Ashlin:

Possibly because she was filling in a gap. Little is
actually known about George Washington’s childhood.

Kaylee: (shaking her head) No chopping down the cherry
tree… unbelievable!

Ashlin:

What we do know is a bit sad. His father died when
he was eleven years old, and his mother was quite
overprotective. He wanted to go to school in
England, like his two older half-brothers did, but his
mother wouldn’t allow him to go.

Kaylee: That doesn’t sound very fair.

Ashlin:

Then he wanted to go to sea with the British Navy,
but his mother wouldn’t permit him to do that, either.

Kaylee: What did his mother allow him to do?
Ashlin:

According to this book, Washington was very close to
one of his older brothers, Lawrence. He spent a lot
of time at his home in Mount Vernon. In fact, when
Lawrence died, George was left in charge of it.

Kaylee: Maybe it’s good that George’s mother was overprotective. Who knows… if he had joined the British
Navy, maybe he wouldn’t ever have become the great
leader who defeated the British in the Revolutionary
War!
Ashlin:

That’s a good point, Kaylee.

Kaylee: Can I read that book when you finish it?
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Quiz the Teacher
Note: For this script, one student will read Mr. Robinson’s lines, and the other student will
read all of the students’ lines.

Peter:

My older brother told me that you are an expert on
the presidents, Mr. Robinson. Is that true?

Mr. R.:

Well, I do love history and have read a great deal
about our American presidents. But I doubt I know
everything about them.

Peter:

I checked out this book about American presidents
from our library. Can I quiz you and see if you know
the answer?

Mr. R.:

Sure. What’s your first question?

Peter:

Who was the youngest president?

Mr. R.:

Well, John F. Kennedy was the youngest to be elected at age 44, but
Theodore Roosevelt was just 42
years old when he became president
following the assassination of
President McKinley.

Peter:

I thought I might be able to stump
you with that one, but I guess not.
Who was president for the shortest
amount of time?

Mr. R.:

William Henry Harrison. He died from

Quiz the Teacher (continued)
pneumonia exactly one month after
he was inaugurated.
Leslie:

I have a question! What was
Harry S. Truman’s middle name?

Mr. R.:

It was the letter S and that’s it. His parents could
not agree between Shippe or Solomon, the names of
his two grandfathers, so they just used S.

Craig:

Do you know which president was never elected?

Mr. R.:

That was Gerald Ford. He became vice-president
in 1973 when Spiro Agnew resigned from that
position. The following year he became president
when President Nixon resigned.

Tara:

This is so impressive, Mr. R. Do you know which
president pretended that he lived in a log cabin?

Mr. R.:

Okay, I think you finally found a fact that I don’t know.
Please enlighten me.

Tara:

Peter’s book says that William Henry Harrison’s
supporters made him appear to be a “man of few
means who lived in a small, log cabin and drank cheap
cider” in hopes that more people would vote for him.
However, the truth was that he lived in a large 22room house!

Mr. R.:

Thank you for teaching me something new today!
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Presidential Greatness
Pamela: I’m so bummed. Sadie told me that she sent me a
birthday party invitation, but the mailbox is empty!
Dad:

Have you forgotten? It’s Presidents Day! It’s a federal
holiday so mail is not delivered today.

Pamela: If it’s a federal holiday, then why did I have to go to
school today?
Dad:

I guess that’s a question to ask your principal. There
are some holidays where each school district gets to
decide for themselves whether or not they cancel
school, and Presidents Day is one of them. Did you do
anything special in school today for Presidents Day?

Pamela: We read some partner plays.
Dad:

That sounds like fun!

Pamela: It was! Dad, who was the greatest
president of all time?
Dad:

Back in 1962, a group of historians met
and at that time they determined
that Abraham Lincoln was the greatest president of all time. But I
personally believe that the answer to
that question is a matter of opinion.

Pamela: What exactly did Abraham Lincoln do that
made him such a great president?

Presidential Greatness (continued)
Dad:

Well, he saw the nation through the Civil War. He also
abolished slavery, of course, and that was a significant
event in our history. He was a gifted speaker, as well,
so many of his speeches are remembered.

Pamela: Who was the greatest president of all time, in your
opinion?
Dad:

Franklin D. Roosevelt was a wonderful president for our
nation. Americans loved him. In fact, he served as
president for 12 years, longer than any other president.
He was elected for a fourth term, but died suddenly
three months into that term.

Pamela: I didn’t even know it was possible for a president to lead
for that many years.
Dad:

It’s not anymore. In 1951 a law was
introduced stating that the maximum
length of time that a president can
serve is eight years.

Pamela: What made him so great, Dad?
Dad:

Well, he helped the nation come
out of the Great Depression
because of some of his reform
policies. He also saw America
through the majority of World
War Two.

Pamela: It does sound like he was a
great president.

Presidential Greatness
Pamela: I’m so bummed. Sadie told me that she sent me a
birthday party invitation, but the mailbox is empty!
Dad:

Have you forgotten? It’s Presidents Day! It’s a federal
holiday so mail is not delivered today.

Pamela: If it’s a federal holiday, then why did I have to go to
school today?
Dad:

I guess that’s a question to ask your principal. There
are some holidays where each school district gets to
decide for themselves whether or not they cancel
school, and Presidents Day is one of them. Did you do
anything special in school today for Presidents Day?

Pamela: We read some partner plays.
Dad:

That sounds like fun!

Pamela: It was! Dad, who was the greatest
president of all time?
Dad:

Back in 1962, a group of historians met
and at that time they determined
that Abraham Lincoln was the greatest president of all time. But I
personally believe that the answer to
that question is a matter of opinion.

Pamela: What exactly did Abraham Lincoln do that
made him such a great president?

Presidential Greatness (continued)
Dad:

Well, he saw the nation through the Civil War. He also
abolished slavery, of course, and that was a significant
event in our history. He was a gifted speaker, as well,
so many of his speeches are remembered.

Pamela: Who was the greatest president of all time, in your
opinion?
Dad:

Franklin D. Roosevelt was a wonderful president for our
nation. Americans loved him. In fact, he served as
president for 12 years, longer than any other president.
He was elected for a fourth term, but died suddenly
three months into that term.

Pamela: I didn’t even know it was possible for a president to lead
for that many years.
Dad:

It’s not anymore. In 1951 a law was
introduced stating that the maximum
length of time that a president can
serve is eight years.

Pamela: What made him so great, Dad?
Dad:

Well, he helped the nation come
out of the Great Depression
because of some of his reform
policies. He also saw America
through the majority of World
War Two.

Pamela: It does sound like he was a
great president.

Name __________________ _

Fact & Opinion
Directions: Read each partner play script. Read the following sentences related to
the scripts. Determine whether each statement is a fact or an opinion. Write F or O
on the line following each statement.

John F. Kennedy

1.

President John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 22,
1963 in Dallas, Texas.

2. The best way to make our nation great is to have everyone
work together.

____
____

Andrew Jackson

3. Andrew Jackson was a very interesting president with an
unbelievable past.

____

4. Andrew Jackson survived a bullet wound.

____

George Washington

5. It was not fair that George’s parents let his older brothers
go to school in England, but did not allow George to go.

____

6. George Washington’s father died when he was 11 years old.

____

Quiz the Teacher

7. William Henry Harrison died one month after he was inaugurated. ____
8. Harry S. Truman’s middle name is ridiculous.

____

Presidential Greatness

9. Abraham Lincoln was the greatest U.S. president ever.

____

10. Franklin D. Roosevelt served as President longer than any other
president in U.S. history.

____

