
Time Transitions 
Shortly after 
that  Meanwhile  Soon  

Along the way  Before long  Earlier  
After all of 
that  Later on  Eventually  

An hour later  Without delay  Immediately  
At that very 
moment  At last  Next  

Later that 
same day  

During all of 
this  As soon as  

Not a moment 
too soon  

While this was 
happening   

   
	  
Rules	  	  

-‐ Your	  Reader	  must	  know	  when	  you	  are	  switching	  to	  a	  new	  time.	  	  Make	  it	  clear.	  
-‐ Using	  (time)	  transition	  words	  makes	  your	  writing	  flow.	  	  

	  
	  
Examples:	  
	  
Not so good –  
Marty saw the puppy, he recognized it, and he picked it up.   
 
Better –  
First, Marty saw the puppy. Then he recognized it and after that, he picked 
it up. 
 
Best –  
As soon as Marty saw the puppy, he recognized it and immediately picked it 
up.	  


