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UNIT 1 WEEKS 1 AND 2

Read the text. Then answer the questions.

From Stowaway to Sea Captain
 It is 1928, and the famous Richard Byrd is about to explore the Antarctic. Millions cheer 
for the explorer, hoping he will become the first man to reach both the North and South 
Poles. Seventeen-year-old high school student Billy Gawronski is determined to join Byrd’s 
crew. Byrd is Billy’s hero. 

 The only problem is that Billy hasn’t been extended an invitation to volunteer.

 This minor point doesn’t bother Billy. He’s been swimming since he was six, so he’s 
strong. Billy decides to sneak onto Byrd’s ship before it departs. He dives into the Hudson 
River and swims to the ship. The crew spots him! However, Billy’s determination isn’t 
squelched. He again swims to the ship and is found. On his third try, Billy is finally offered 
an actual spot on the team. Byrd thinks the boy will be good for publicity.

 Photographers snap Billy’s picture, and headlines label him “The Happiest Boy in the 
World.” The stowaway who tried sneaking aboard a famed explorer’s ship is now traveling 
with Byrd to the coldest continent on Earth!

 It is a dangerous quest for a young man, even with his parents’ permission. Will the ship’s 
crew accept a teenager?

 Billy knows the answer when the tattered crew greets him. “The Bayside kid!” they 
call to him with smiles. The cook makes Billy a “mess boy,” and Billy earns his keep. 
His experiences at sea lead Billy to eventually become a captain in the Merchant 
Marines during the 1930s. He rises through the ranks during World War II and survives 
many dangers.
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1 Why does Billy swim to Byrd's ship a second time?

A He thinks swimming in the Hudson River is a fun adventure.

B He wants to prove his strong desire to go on the expedition.

C He plans to show Byrd that he is a very strong swimmer.

D He hopes to prove to his parents that he is a hard worker.

2  What is one effect of Billy joining Byrd's crew? 

A He has difficulty gaining the crew's trust.

B He no longer stays in touch with his parents.

C He takes Byrd's place as captain of the ship.

D He gains experience that helps him later in life.

2 Grade 5  •  Unit 1 Weeks 1–2   Progress Monitoring Assessments
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UNIT 1 WEEKS 1 AND 2

Read the text. Then answer the questions.

Painting Among the Cliffs and  
Mountains

�Let�us�go�back�in�time�to�the�1940s.�The�artist�Georgia�O’Keeffe�is�camping�in�the�desert.�
It�is�her�favorite�place�to�be,�and�she�welcomes�the�heat�and�wind�of�the�New�Mexico�
landscape.�As�a�child,�she�did�not�know�that�she�would�love�the�desert.�She�did�know,�
however,�that�she�would�become�a�painter.�She�got�the�idea�when�she�was�just�twelve.

 O’Keeffe�is�a�famous�artist,�but�she�is�restless.�She�has�moved�from�New�York�to�
New�Mexico,�a�place�she�first�visited�in�1917.�She�is�attracted�to�the�colorful�red�cliffs�
there,�which�she�calls�the�painted�desert.�She�lives�in�a�house�in�a�quiet�retreat�called�
Ghost�Ranch.

�O’Keeffe�reflects�on�her�time�in�the�desert.�She�remembers�how�she�found�some�animal�
bones�parched�white�from�the�sun.�She�picked�them�up�and�painted�them�simply�
because�she’s�drawn�to�the�hidden�forms�of�nature.�Those�forms�allow�her�to�express�her�
deepest�emotions.

�Today,�as�O’Keeffe�climbs�around�the�top�of�gray�formations�in�a�stretch�of�hills�she�calls�
“The�Black�Place,”�she�looks�for�shapes�she�enjoys.�Her�approach�is�to�go�into�nature�and�
draw�and�paint�things�that�please�her.

�So,�O’Keeffe�finishes�her�hike�and�settles�down�in�a�folding�chair�under�the�sun.�She�is�
inspired�by�the�miles�of�badlands�and�their�rugged�mountains,�and�it�won’t�be�long�before�
her�art�takes�over�once�again.
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3 Read the paragraph from the text.

	 	Let	us	go	back	in	time	to	the	1940s.	The	artist	Georgia	O’Keeffe	is	camping	in	
the	desert.	It	is	her	favorite	place	to	be,	and	she	welcomes	the	heat	and	wind	of	
the	New	Mexico	landscape.	As	a	child,	she	did	not	know	that	she	would	love	the	
desert.	She	did	know,	however,	that	she	would	become	a	painter.	She	got	the	idea	
when	she	was	just	twelve.

  Which word from the paragraph is a homograph of a word that means “to 
move in a twisting course”?

A back

B desert

C wind

D would

4 Read the sentence from the text.

	 She	lives	in	a	house	in	a	quiet	retreat	called	Ghost	Ranch.

 What is the meaning of retreat as it is used in this sentence?

A house 

B withdraw or move back

C place of quiet privacy

D slope back

4 Grade 5  •  Unit 1 Weeks 1–2   Progress Monitoring Assessments
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UNIT 1 WEEKS 1 AND 2

Read the text. Then answer the questions.

Beco the Asian Elephant:  
An Unexpected Arrival

�Friday,�March�27,�2009.�2:15�p.m. Connie and Phoebe, Asian elephants at the Columbus 
Zoo and Aquarium, stand together at the top of the outdoor elephant hill. Connie is 
35 years old. She is the only other female in the herd besides Phoebe, who is 21 years 
old. But there is one other big difference between the two female elephants, or cows: 
Phoebe is pregnant.  

 People have been excited about Phoebe’s pregnancy for a long time. Gestation is the name 
for the period between when a living thing becomes pregnant and gives birth. Most Asian 
elephants have a gestation period of 21–23 months, or 620–660 days. Today, Phoebe has 
been pregnant for 655 days. 

 The veterinary and animal care teams are keeping a close eye on Phoebe. They have done 
so throughout her pregnancy, but especially over the last few days. Blood tests hint that 
Phoebe’s new calf might arrive soon. They have created a safe indoor space for Phoebe 
to give birth alone. The care team thinks Phoebe will have her baby in the evening or 
overnight, like Asian elephants usually do in the wild. But today, this baby elephant has 
different plans.

�2:30�p.m. Visitors to the zoo begin to notice Phoebe acting strangely. She is standing 
normally, but she seems uncomfortable. She lifts one back leg and then the other, and 
then she flicks her tail and flaps her ears. This makes Connie curious, so she comes near 
Phoebe to check. Suddenly, something appears on Phoebe’s underside. Within a few 
minutes, a large sack-like object falls from her stomach to the ground, along with a large 
amount of blood. Zoo visitors gasp and whisper to one another, “The baby elephant was 
just born!”

 The elephant’s caretakers have been watching the birth carefully. Phoebe stays very close 
to the calf. She uses her trunk to investigate him and clean him off. Suddenly, Connie 
begins making strange noises and flapping her ears. She is trying to communicate 
something to Phoebe. She begins stomping her feet and stepping very close to the helpless 
calf on the ground! Does she think Phoebe is hurt because she smells Phoebe’s blood? 
Phoebe makes noises in return and tries to step between the calf and Connie. 

Progress Monitoring Assessments Grade 5  •  Unit 1 Weeks 1–2  5
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UNIT 1 WEEKS 1 AND 2

�2:45�p.m. The drama between Phoebe and Connie continues, so the elephant keepers 
try calling Connie’s name to get her attention. They give her commands to come to them 
so that they can protect the newborn from being stepped on accidentally! Most Asian 
elephant calves will be able to stand within an hour or two. Phoebe’s baby tries standing 
again and again. He succeeds after around 15 minutes. As he walks underneath his 
mother Phoebe, his “aunt” Connie calms down.

 Did the keepers’ calls distract Connie? Did her instincts finally tell her that Phoebe was 
OK? Or was she simply concerned about the newborn calf lying on the ground? The 
elephants’ keepers will never be sure. But they do know that Connie has grown into an 
excellent aunt for the new baby that would soon be named Beco.

6 Grade 5  •  Unit 1 Weeks 1–2   Progress Monitoring Assessments
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5 Read the sentences from the text.

	 	Blood	tests	hint	that	Phoebe’s	new	calf	might	arrive	soon.	They	have	created	a	safe	
indoor	space	for	Phoebe	to	give	birth	alone.	The	care	team	thinks	Phoebe	will	have	
her	baby	in	the	evening	or	overnight,	like	Asian	elephants	usually	do	in	the	wild.

 Why did the author most likely include this information?

A  to explain the concern that everyone had that something would go wrong 

B  to explain the different tasks that the veterinary and animal care 
teams had

C to show where the newborn elephant would live after it was born

D  to show why the keepers were surprised Phoebe gave birth in the afternoon

6 Read the sentences from the text. 

	 	She	lifts	one	back	leg	and	then	the	other,	and	then	she	flicks	her	tail	and	flaps	her	
ears.	This	makes	Connie	curious,	so	she	comes	near	Phoebe	to	check.	Suddenly,	
something	appears	on	Phoebe’s	underside.	Within	a	few	minutes,	a	large	sack-like	
object	falls	from	her	stomach	to	the	ground,	along	with	a	large	amount	of	blood.

  Which word from the sentences is a homograph of a word that means “a slip 
of paper listing the amount owed”?

A leg

B tail

C check

D object

7 Read the sentence from the text. 

	 She	uses	her	trunk	to	investigate	him	and	clean	him	off.

 What is the meaning of the word trunk as it is used in the sentence?

A body

B river

C vehicle

D plant
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8  Which sentence from the text helps the reader understand why visitors think 
Phoebe is acting strangely?

A  "She lifts one back leg and then the other, and then she flicks her tail 
and flaps her ears."

B  "Within a few minutes, a large sack-like object falls from her stomach to 
the ground, along with a large amount of blood."

C "Suddenly, Connie begins making strange noises and flapping her ears."

D "Phoebe’s baby tries standing again and again."

9  Circle the correct meaning of each underlined word as it is used in the text.

Sentence Meaning

"The veterinary and animal care teams are 
keeping a close eye on Phoebe."

shut

near

"Blood tests hint that Phoebe’s new calf 
might arrive soon."

baby animal

part of the leg

"Or was she simply concerned about the 
newborn calf lying on the ground?"

resting flat

being untruthful

10 Why do the elephant keepers try to get Connie's attention?

A to allow the crowd to see her

B to get her to come closer to Phoebe

C to make sure that she is not hurt

D to keep the newborn calf safe
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